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Dear Young Company audience member,

We are thrilled to celebrate the 40th anniversary of Young Company this year. The 
opportunity to create and share theatre for young audiences is truly a blessing for everyone 
involved in Young Company at BYU. Many of you are interested in ways to give additional 
support to this work—this may happen through donation of time, talents, and other 
resources. For those of you in a position to help us celebrate this anniversary by donating 
financially, we have set up an online donation link: give.byu.edu/youngcompany  
Any size donation is welcome! 

We are honored to continue serving young audiences in the BYU community and hope to 
have another successful 40 years to come.

Thank you! 
Julia Ashworth, Young Company Artistic Director
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Mary Beth Bosen
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world. She would eventually like to get a doctorate degree in clinical psychology.
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From Highland, UT. Past roles include: Tom in Oklahoma, Dumaine in Loves Labors 
Lost, Shylock in The Merchant of Venice, Cecco in Peter Pan, and Sir Sagamore in 
Camelot. Recipient of the Larry Lott award for best actor in his division at the Utah 
Shakespeare Festival.
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From Guymon, OK. Freshman in theater and media arts. She is one of seven 
children. Was a national dramatic interpretation champion for the National 
Forensics League.
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From Malad, ID. This is his second semester at BYU and he will be going on a 
mission as soon as it is over. The only part he has had before this play was Lord 
Lennox in Lady Macbeth, a mask play adaptation of Shakespeare’s Macbeth. He 
enjoys hiking, reading, and building with LEGO bricks.
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and Don Giovanni for the School of Music. She is married to the Springville city 
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school’s production of The Wonderful Wizard of Oz as a munchkin, fabricated 
set for Bob Jones High School’s production of The Perfect Ending, and designed 
jewelry for The Last Illusion, also at her high school. At BYU, she has been 
over props for See How They Run and Christmas Around the World. Abigail is 
extremely excited to be a part of BYU’s theatre department.
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Stage Manager

From Layton, UT. Senior in theatre arts studies with a minor in family life. Recent 
work includes assistant stage manager for Pride and Prejudice at BYU, and 
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Nutcracker and Peter Pan for Utah Regional Ballet.

“Foggy Forest” by huntingschool, 2014. Public Domain 
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“Foggy Forest” by huntingschool, 2014. Public Domain 
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Welcome, one and all. On this midsummer night we come to Athens, where we find a small 
group of puppets who have decided to perform a play for the king and queen. However, when 
they meet out in the forest to rehearse the play, things get a little strange. They soon find that 
magic and mystery is all around them. From mystical fairies to loopy lovers, these puppet 
performers begin an adventure.

As you watch these puppet friends, ask yourself some of these questions…

•	 �If I were putting on a play for a king and queen, which play would I do?

•	 �If I were a magic fairy, would I do good things with my powers or spread mischief?

•	 �If a fairy magically changed a friend, how would I help him or her?

Before this magical story begins, read through this program and learn more about where this 
adventure begins, help some fairies find their way, and learn more about our puppet friends. 
Enjoy the magic!

—Kasey Kopp and Eric Stroud, dramaturgs

DRAMATURGS’ NOTE: A PLAY REHEARSAL GONE WRONG

LOBBY DISPLAY
This play commemorates the 40th Anniversary of BYU’s Young Company. For this show, our 
director Nat Reed has tried extra hard to live up to this Young Company legacy and hopes 
that each of you will see that. With this being such a special show, we wanted each of you to 
have something to remember it by. To make this happen, we hope that each of you will visit 
our lobby display, where we have created a station where you can make a puppet of your 
own. We hope to see you there!

•	 �A “midsummer night” refers to a night 
where the spirits are thought to be 
especially powerful and the magic they 
worked especially potent.

•	 �The first performance on a stage of A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream was January 1, 
1605; that was more than 400 years ago! 
Can you imagine how many productions of 
this play have been performed since then?

•	 �Our playwright, William Shakespeare, knew 
that many of his original audience members 
were superstitious and believed in fairies 
and spirits. 

•	 �While it was commonly accepted that 
they meant to harm humans, Shakespeare 
portrayed fairies that were trying to help 
people. Can you think of other good fairies 
that help characters in fairy tales?

•	 �Just like the traveling troupe in the play, 
Shakespeare’s troupe of actors often 
performed for Queen Elizabeth! She was 
an active supporter of the arts and it is 
possible that she attended a production  
of A Midsummer Night’s Dream!

“More English Fairy Tales” by John Dickson Batten. 1894. Public Domain “BM
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“More Celtic Fairy Tales” by John Dickson Batten. 1894. Public Domain 

“No epilogue, I pray you; for 
your play needs no excuse.” 

—Theseus

M
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WHAT IS A MIDSUMMER NIGHT? AND OTHER FUN FACTS…

•	 �A “midsummer night” refers to a night 
where the spirits are thought to be 
especially powerful and the magic they 
worked especially potent.

•	 �The first performance on a stage of A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream was January 1, 
1605; that was more than 400 years ago! 
Can you imagine how many productions of 
this play have been performed since then?

•	 �Our playwright, William Shakespeare, knew 
that many of his original audience members 
were superstitious and believed in fairies 
and spirits. 

•	 �While it was commonly accepted that 
they meant to harm humans, Shakespeare 
portrayed fairies that were trying to help 
people. Can you think of other good fairies 
that help characters in fairy tales?

•	 �Just like the traveling troupe in the play, 
Shakespeare’s troupe of actors often 
performed for Queen Elizabeth! She was 
an active supporter of the arts and it is 
possible that she attended a production  
of A Midsummer Night’s Dream!

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE, PLAYWRIGHT

�—�William Shakespeare was born in 
Stratford-upon-Avon, England, in  
the spring of 1545.

—�It is thought that the Greek and Latin 
stories he studied in grammar school 
were used for inspiration in writing A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream. It was very 
common for Shakespeare to draw on 
previously told stories or events in 
creating and writing his plays.

—��It is believed that Shakespeare 
authored around thirty-eight plays  
and over 150 sonnets! That’s a lot  
of writing!MAZE

“I am the merry wanderer of the night.” Puck, one of the most mischievous fairies in this play, 
has lost his way. Can you help him find the way through the forest of Athens and back to his 
master Oberon?

48 by 12 orthogonal maze

Copyright © 2014 JGB Service, http://www.mazegenerator.net/

“William Shakespeare” by John Taylor, 1610. Public Domain.
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“More Celtic Fairy Tales” by John Dickson Batten. 1894. Public Domain 
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King of The Fairies

Oberon’s 
Mischievous  

Servant

His head is turned 
into a donkey’s 

head

STARVELING

PETER QUINCE 
Director of The 

Mechanicals

FLUTESNOUT

TITANIA 
Queen of the 

Fairies

CHARACTER FLOW CHART

“Foggy Forest” by huntingschool, 2014. Public Domain 

Word Bank:

Helena 
Puck  
Oberon 
Lysander 
Bottom
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This play is full of many types of characters. Fairies, kings, queens, lovers, and even actors 
are important to our story. Our director, Nat Reed, decided to replace some of these 
characters with puppets. See if you can identify each character by his or her description, 
and then use the word bank to fill in that character’s name below. Good luck!

THESEUS 
The Duke of Athens

EGEUS 
Hermia’s Father

In love with 
Demetrius and 
Hermia’s best 

friend

HERMIA 
Daughter of Egeus 

and in love with 
Lysander

DEMETRIUS 
Also in love with 

Hermia

In love with 
Hermia and 

becomes 
Demetrius’ rival

HIPPOLYTA 
Queen of The 

Amazon
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FAMOUS PUPPETS IN HISTORY

Not all puppets are like the ones you will see in this show. In fact, they come in all shapes and 
sizes. Sometimes we see puppets and we don’t even know it. Can you recognize any of the 
puppets below?

The story of Pinocchio was originally 
written by Carlo Collodi in 1881. The story 
became famous worldwide in 1940 when 
Disney adapted this story for the screen. 

This puppet is for a multiple award-winning 
play called War Horse. Though it looks like 
a real horse, can you see the feet of the 
puppeteers inside of it? Amazing!

Since the Sesame Street gang first aired on 
November 10, 1969, new puppets like Elmo 
and Cookie Monster have been added. Can 
you see them in this picture? Who is your 
favorite Sesame Street character?

Lamb Chop is a sock puppet sheep 
that made her first TV appearance with 
ventriloquist Shari Lewis in 1957.  They 
performed together for over 40 years.

Kermit the Frog was created by Jim 
Henson in 1955. He is a loveable puppet 
and has been making children and adults 
laugh for over 60 years. He has appeared 
on numerous talk shows over the years and 
even starred in films! 
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“Kermit the Frog!” by Kevin Burkett, © 2012. Creative Commons (CC-BY-SA-2.0)

 “Shari lewis 1960.JPG” 7 April 1960.” © 1960.
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DREAM INTERPRETATION CHART

Have you ever awoken from a dream and wondered what it meant? Why a certain person 
was there or why you did a certain thing? Sometimes dreams can be very confusing! In fact, 
many people believe that A Midsummer Night’s Dream was Shakespeare’s way of exploring 
exactly what our brain is doing while we are asleep! 

Like Shakespeare, you can also explore the meanings of your dreams. Use the chart below 
to identify some of the more confusing items or settings in your dreams and see if they 
make more sense.

ITEM OR SCENARIO COMMONALITY INTERPRETATION
falling very common not afraid of new changes

losing your teeth very common trying to progress, but cannot

foods common you’re probably hungry

swimming common exploring very deep emotions

stuck in place less common insecurity

baby less common a new idea!

bees most common you will see money in your future

puppet most uncommon you’re feeling dependent of others

 “Whither Wander You” by P. Konewka, 1870. Public domain
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For a full bibliography and resource guide, scan the QR code or visit our website: 
http://4thwalldramaturgy.byu.edu/a-midsummer-nights-dream-bibliography

BIBLIOGRAPHY

AUTOGRAPHS PAGE
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The actors will come on stage after the show. Try and get their autographs!
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Eric Stroud
Dramaturg

From Sacramento, CA. Junior in theater arts studies, with an emphasis in 
dramaturgy and a minor in communications. He loves to write and read as often 
as his busy schedule permits and hopes to some day publish a work of literature. 
He is married and lives with his wife in Lehi.

Rebeca Wallin
Theatre Outreach  
Coordinator

From Provo, UT. Rebeca works as the outreach coordinator for the theatre 
department. She holds a degree in theatre education from BYU. Currently  
resides in Orem with her husband, Joel, and their three children.

Marquie Walton
Hair and Makeup Designer

From Front Royal, VA. Senior studying theatre arts studies with an emphasis 
in makeup design. She was previously the makeup and hair designer for BYU’s 
production of See How They Run, and she assisted in makeup and hair design for 
BYU’s production of Pride and Prejudice. She has worked on capstone films and  
a couple commercials as well. She has a very cute 5 month old boy, David!

By William Shakespeare
THE WINTER’S TALE

Pardoe Theatre, Harris Fine Arts Center
Mar. 20–21, 24–27, 31, Apr. 1–3, 7:30 p.m.
Mar. 21, 28, 2:00 p.m.
Mar. 26, ASL interpreted performance
On Sale Feb. 17

PRODUCTION STAFF CONTINUED
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The Kennedy Center American  

College Theater Festival™ 47

part of the Rubenstein Arts Access Program,  
is generously funded by

David and Alice Rubenstein

additional support is provided by

The Honorable Stuart Bernstein and Wilma E. Bernstein

Dr. Gerald and Paula McNichols Foundation

The National Committee for the Performing Arts

The Harold and Mimi Steinberg Charitable Trust

Beatrice and Anthony Welters and the AnBryce Foundation

This production is entered in the Kennedy Center American 
College Theater Festival (KCACTF). The aims of this national 
theater education program are to identify and promote 
quality in college-level theater production. To this end, each 
production entered is eligible for a response by a regional 
KCACTF representative, and selected students and faculty are 
invited to participate in KCACTF programs involving schol-
arships, internships, grants, and awards for actors, directors, 
dramaturgs, playwrights, designers, stage managers, and 
critics at both the regional and national levels.

Productions entered on the Participating level are eligible 
for invitation to the KCACTF regional festival and may also 
be considered for national awards recognizing outstanding 
achievement in production, design, direction, and perfor-
mance.

Last year more than 1,300 productions were entered in the 
KCACTF involving more than 200,000 students nationwide. 
By entering this production, BYU Theatre and Media Arts is 
sharing in the KCACTF goals to recognize, reward, and cele-
brate the exemplary work produced in college and university 
theaters across the nation.
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The Department of Theatre and Media Arts expresses deep appreciation to  
our generous patrons. For information about giving to Theatre and Media Arts,  
visit cfac.byu.edu and click on the link “Giving to the College.”

For information on how you can play a greater role in Theatre and Media Arts 
at BYU, contact Amy Petersen Jensen, department chair, at (801) 422-8132 or 
amy_p_jensen@byu.edu.
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