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PRODUCTION TEAM NOTE

Thank you very much for joining our livestream production
of lllusionary Tales!

Seven months ago, our campus took precautions to avoid
spreading COVID-19 by shifting all our classes online and
encouraging students to return to their homes. This action
caused many effects—most notable for us, canceling

our theatre productions. /llusionary Tales is our first
production in this unique season of virtual performances.
By choosing virtual methods, we gained lower risks of
coronavirus infection for actors, creative teams, and
audiences. However, we risked losing opportunities for
students studying theatrical design and technology. Our
production team did not want to sacrifice any chance

for design/tech students to learn, even when facing

the limitations of the pandemic. Therefore, we asked

a maijor research question: how can we create a fully-
designed stage production while maintaining rigorous
safety practices in which remote actors appear to share
the same space? /llusionary Tales is the product of our
theatrical research. In order to multiply opportunities

in this new creative process, we chose to commission
three new plays, each based on legendary stories,

and each written to meet the needs of our unique
technical requirements. We are honored to present

the work of Melissa Leilani Larson, James Goldberg,

and Andrew Justvig, three graduates of our program.
One of the mandates of university work is the creation
and dissemination of new knowledge. Tonight, you are
witnessing the expression of our students’ research and
learning: new plays, new designs, new stage effects, new
meaning for our lives.

—Illlusionary Tales Production Team
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AnAdaptation of Edgar Allan Poe’s
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MEET THE CAST

Alyssa Aramaki
LaLlorona

Hunter Aro
Felix

lan Buckley
Mordecai

Ondine Garner
Eliza

Malin C. Glade
Carolina

Nathan Meyers
Legend

Sage Patchin
Hadassah

From West Linn, Oregon, Aramaki is a senior at BYU studying
theatre with a minor in editing. BYU credits include Katy in the
musical Single Wide and Anain M. Helmer's Wife, a modern
adaptation of A Doll's House. Aramaki appeared in the Nauvoo
and British Pageants (Church Music and Cultural Arts) as Mary
Ann Pratt, Anna Fordham, and Jane Benbow. Her original play,
London, was produced as part of BYU's Microburst Theatre
Festival.

From Fresno, California, Aro is a sophomore in the acting program.
He studied for two years at CSU Fresno before moving to Utah

to attend BYU. Recent credits include Fresno State's A Streetcar
NamedDesire.

Buckleyis asenior in the acting program. They previously starred
in Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead as Guildenstern,
Agatha Christie’s The Mousetrap as Christopher Wren, and
Doctor Faustus as the demon Mephistopheles.

Garner is an acting major at BYU with previous experience in
vocal performance. Her recent productions include A Christmas
Carof at the Hale Center Theatre Orem and Chariots of Fire here
atBYU.

This is Glade's first semester at BYU. From Laguna Beach, CA,
she frequently appeared in LBHS productions including All Shook
Up (Natalie) and Romeo and Juliet (Tybalt), as well as shows at No
Square Theatre such as Heathers (Republicanette) and You're

a Mean One Courtney Finch (Courtney). She received multiple
MACYS awards for her high school performances, as well as an
NYA Best Actress nomination for Alf Shook Up.

Hailing from Longview, Washington, Meyers is a senior in the
acting program with a minor in editing. His most recent credits
include Stage Manager (character) in Puliman Car Hiawatha and
Roderick in The Long Christmas Dinner at BYU.

Patchin, from Shelley, [daho is a junior studying music dance
theatre at BYU. Most recent credits are Ensemble in Little Shop of
Horrors, Annie in Annie Get Your Gun, Arista in The Little Mermaid,
Female Ensemble in Newsies, and Trix in The Drowsy Chaperone.
Patchin has had many performance opportunities including
opening at The Grand Ole Opry and singing the national anthem at
aUtah Jazz game.
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MEET THE CAST

Daniel Summerstay Summerstay is a first-year student in the acting pre-maijor. Like his

Henry character, Henry, he is somewhat of an oblivious twit, which may
be why his recent roles include the likes of Flute in A Midsummer
Night's Dream at the Frederick Shakespeare Festival, as well as
Trinculoin The Tempest and Falstaff (a role he performed to prove
that anything is possible) in Scenes of Love, Death, and Other
Inconveniences, both with the Riotous Youth of Maryland.

Juniper Taylor Taylor is a junior in the BFA acting program from Lehi, Utah. She

Annabelle has recently performed in roles ranging from Lucifer in Doctor
Faustus to Ruth in Suffrage here at BYU. She has also participated
in summer stock at Starlight Mountain Theatre where she
performed roles such as Hodel in Fiddler on the Roof and Alice in
Seven Brides for Seven Brothers.
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MEET THE PRODUCTION TEAM

Jacob Anderson
Assistant Technical
Director

Katie Arnold
Production Stage
Manager

Kathryn Black
Assistant Sound
Designer

Sarah Anne Childs
Props Designer

Cameron R.Cox
Dramaturg

Patrick Egbert
Assistant Sound
Designer

From Eagle Mountain, Utah, Anderson is a fifth-year senior

in the theatre arts studies major with a focus in design and
technology. He spent the last two years as the master electrician
for the Young Ambassadors and has worked backstage at

BYU Homecoming Spectacular (spotlight operator), BYU China
Spectacular (deckhand), and various concerts and programs also
atBYU.

Hailing from the land of the sun (Gilbert, Arizona), Arnold is a
semi-senior in the theatre arts studies program at BYU, minoring
in nonprofit management. She is grateful for opportunities to
continue safely working on theatre during the pandemic. Recently,
she was able to stage manage a Zoom production of Romeo and
Juliet. This will be her third mainstage production at BYU.

From Blanding, Utah, Black is a junior in the theater arts studies
program, focusing in design and technology with an emphasis in
sound. Recent credits include positions as an audio technician on
Little Shop of Horrors and Radium Girls at BYU, as well as audio
engineer on Die Fledermaus at BYU.

Originally from Nebraska, Childs graduated from BYU-ldaho with
aBA intechnical theater and design, specializing in prop artistry.
She worked for a number of theatres, most notably the Arizona
Theatre Company and Baltimore Center Stage before taking on
the Prop Master role at BYU. She also served a YPM Mission in
Nauvoog, lllinois.

From Orem, Utah, Cox is a masters student studying media

and performance studies. A graduate of BYU, Cox has a BA in
theatre arts studies. BYU credits include stage manager for
The Magic Flute, assistant director for Much Ado About Nothing
and dramaturg for Little Shop of Horrors. Cox has served as the
president of the Student Theatre Association and is now the
College of Fine Arts and Communications delegate in the BYU
Graduate Student Society.

Egbert is a sophomore pursuing a degree in theatre arts studies
with an emphasis in sound and lighting design. This is his first
opportunity to design at BYU. He has also worked on seven
productions as a technician at the Hale Centre Theatre over the
last year and a half.
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MEET THE PRODUCTION TEAM

James Goldberg
Playwright

Elisabeth Goulding
Scenic Designer

Tony Gunn
Director

EmmaHansen
Lighting Designer

Adam Houghton
Avrtistic Director
and Director

Makenna Johnston
Dramaturg

Goldberg is a poet, playwright, essayist, novelist, documentary
filmmaker, scholar, and translator who specializes in Mormon
literature. He has been an Association for Mormon Letters awards
finalist in Poetry, Creative Nonfiction, and Criticism, and winner

in Drama (2008, Prodigal Son) and Novel (2012, The Five Books of
Jesus),as well as receiving a special award for the 2019 literary
performance piece Thorns & Thistles. Further information on his
writing is available at goldbergish.com.

From Tumwater, Washington, Goulding is a senior in the theatre
arts studies program, focusing on scenic design and costume
design. Recent scenic credits include the cancelled Wendy and
Peter Pan at BYU, and student-directed projects such as Moulin
Rouge, The Seagull, and Suite Surrender.

Gunn is a visiting assistant professor of theatre studies at BYU,
having received his Ph.D. at Florida State University. His research
centers on the interaction of performance and public history and
the theatre of artist Edward Gorey. He has directed for BYU, UVU,
and many grassroots theatre projects.

From Spanish Fork, Utah, Hansen is a junior studying lighting
design with aminor in Japanese. She has worked in various roles
on several Mask Club productions here at BYU, as well as doing
the lighting design for the advanced acting class’s production of
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime in December
2019. She was the assistant lighting designer for Wendy and Peter
Pan inthe spring, and this is her first BYU mainstage design.

Houghton joined the faculty at BYU in 2016 after teaching at

the College of Saint Benedict and Saint John's University for 13
years. At BYU, Houghton directed The World's Strongest Librarian,
adapted by Jeff Gottesfeld and Elizabeth Wong from the book by
Josh Hanagarne, and The Mill on the Floss by Helen Edmundson,
adapted from the novel by George Eliot. Houghton had many life-
changing experiences as an undergraduate student at BYU, and
he is grateful to be part of those kinds of experiences in the lives
of his students.

From Fredericksburg, Virginia, Johnston is a senior in the theatre
arts studies major with an emphasis in dramaturgy. She recently
worked as lead dramaturg for the BYU Mask Club productions
of Lord of the Flies and Senora Tortuga. She was an assistant
dramaturg for BYU's production of Wendy and Peter Pan.
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MEET THE PRODUCTION TEAM

Andrew Justvig Justvig, from St. George, Utah, is getting his MFA in creative writing

Playwright for the performing arts at UC Riverside and did his undergraduate
degreein theatre arts studies at Brigham Young University. Justvig
has applied his playwriting skills to politics and has interned for
campdaigns, the Utah Legislature, the Utah Governor's office, and is
currently the Assistant to Utah State Rep. Eric Hutchings. Justvig
has Cerebral Palsy and was inspired by Disney movies and theme
parks to walk at age seven. His passion for Disney led himtobe a
Creative Collaborator and Researcher for the YouTube channel
Provost Park Pass and led the effort in making videos about the
accessibility services at the Disney Parks.

Michael S.Kraczek  Kraczek is an associate professor at BYU and works

Assistant Producer  professionally as alighting and scenic designer. Selected designs

and Faculty Design  at BYU include Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead (scenic),

Advisor the US. premieres of Chariots of Fire and The Count of Monte
Cristo (lighting). He also works as lighting designer for Theatre
Engine, creating audience interactive productions. Kraczek
earned a BA at BYU, and an MFA at the Yale School of Drama.
More info at mktheatredesign.com.

Melissa Leilani Larson's BYU work includes Lady in Waiting, The Beggar's Opera,
Larson Angels Unaware, Persuasion, and Pride & Prejudice (commission).
Playwright She adapted Kelly Barnhill's The Girl Who Drank the Moon

for UVU. Other plays: Mountain Law, Sweetheart Come, Pilot
Program, Little Happy Secrets, and The Post Office. Film: Jane

& Emma and Fréetown. Honors: IRAM Best New Play, O'Neill
semifinalist, Women's Voices Play Festival finalist, 2018 Smith-
Pettit Foundation Award for Qutstanding Contribution to Mormon
Letters. Utah Rep, Dramatists Guild of America.

Celia Linford From Denver, Colorado, Linford is a senior in theatre arts studies
Assistant Lighting  with minors in nonprofit business and psychology. Credits include
Designer _ assistant lighting designer for The Crucible and Into the Woods, as

well as head lighting designer for Mary Stuart.

Ryver Mecham Born and raised in Utah, Mecham is a senior in costume design
Assistant Costume  with a minor in Spanish. She has costume designed or assistant
Designer and costume designed several Mask Club productions, including

Assistant Makeup  Mouiin Rouge, Wiley and the Hairy Man, and Herman and Rosie.
and Hair Designer  Thisis her first mainstage production.

Jenna Monson From Union, Oregon, Monson is a senior emphasizing in costume
- Costume Designer  and makeup design.

and Makeup and

Hair Designer
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MEET THE PRODUCTION TEAM

Abigail Nielsen From Blackfoot, Idaho, Nielsen is a senior in the theatre media

Makeup Designer  arts program with an emphasis in makeup design. Recent credits
include Head Makeup Artist/Designer on BYU capstone film 049,
student intern on BYU-TV's Studio C, and Head Makeup Artist on
an upcoming Matt and Savannah music video. She specializes in
special effects and wound makeup.

Rachel Olson Olsonis a senior studying media arts with an emphasis in

Scenic Designer production design. She has worked on a variety of projects,
both on-set and backstage, in various artistic positions and has
enjoyed them all. Some of her favorite credits include designing
for Escape From Planet Death! and costumes/creature design for
capstone film The Man in the Tree. Rachelis also looking forward
to a future project experimenting with design in virtual reality.

Tiffany Parker Parker, from Mesa, Arizona, is a contemporary voice performance

Sound Designer ~ major with a minor in sound design and technology. Recent credits
in sound include being the composer, arranger, and music director
for BYU's production of Shakespeare's Much Ado About Nothing.

Jacob Pierce Pierce is a senior intheatre arts studies, emphasizing storytelling

Sound Designer and sound design. Prior to his work on the llusionary Tales project,
he designed sound for the BYU Young Company’s production of
Hamlet, for which he received a meritorious achievement award

from KCACTF.
Grant Porter In his fourth and last year at BYU, Porter will graduate with aBA in
Sound Engineer theatre arts studies in which he focused his time in sound design

and audio technology. Since Porter's freshman year, he has
consistently worked and designed on TMAs MainStage series. In
2019, Porter received the Outstanding Sound Design award for his
work on Radium Girls and received the O. Lee Walker Award for
Outstanding Sound Technician in 2020.

Megan Sarah Smith  From Lower Lake, California, Smith is a senior in theatre arts

Assistant Costume  studies emphasizing makeup design. Alithough she is relatively

Designer new to design, Smith has participated in several BYU productions,
performing in both Much Ado About Nothing and Little Shop
of Horrors from the previous theatre season. This s her first
production as an assistant costume designer for Balete Drive
working alongside lead designer Dennis Wright. She is looking
forward to her studies in both costume and makeup design here
at BYU and cannot wait to see what the future has in store for her!

Emily C. Trejo Trejois a senior studying theatre education from Las Cruces, New

Dramaturg Mexico. She has worked on shows such as Suffrage, Wendy and
PeterPan,and mask club productions at BYU. She is looking forward
to graduating in Apriland possibly getting a masters after that.
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MEET THE PRODUCTION TEAM

Gabrielle Warnick ~ Warnick is currently somewhere between a studio art and

Sound Designer theatrical sound design student. Her life has always been full
of stories and the performing arts and she has enjoyed being
a part of it all at BYU; working as an audio engineer with the
International Folk Dance Ensemble, The Young Ambassadors, and
throughout several other projects in the College of Fine Arts and
Communications. Working on llusionary Tales has been a great
artistic endeavor and she feels honored to have been a part of it.

Dennis Wright A Provo native, Wright is in his fifth year as a professor in the

Costume Designer  TMA Department. He holds a BS from Brigham Young University
in clothing and textiles with a minor in theatre arts. Wright also
earned an MFA from Boston University in costume design.
Credits include BYU productions of Chariots of Fire and Into the
Woods, Sundance Summer Theatre’s productions of Oklahoma!
and Mamma Mic!, as well as Hale Center Theater Orem’s recent
production of Little Women.

Yao Kuang Lee From Kaohsiung, Taiwan, Yao is a senior in theater arts studies,
Costume Designer  with anemphasis on costume and makeup design. Recent credits
and Makeup and include makeup design in local film production Animus and

Hair Designer costume design in BYU capstone film production Camp Steiner.

She received a Merit Award and distinguished herself and the
College of Fine Arts and Communications by qualifying for the
Dean’s List of Honor Students in 2019.

14  ILLUSIONARY TALES — BYU DEPARTMENT OF THEATRE AND MEDIA ARTS




Lig *ﬁagefd' |
he Whi t?.E'Lad: of Balete Drive

SUCH A TIME AS THIS
27 — A Brief Glossary
28 — The Golem Story

A TELL-TALE HEART

30 — Edgar Allan Poe: A Biography
31 — Life in 1840s America

32 — Ballet in 1840s America




16

ILLUSIONARY TALES — BYU DEPARTMENT OF THEATRE AND MEDIA ARTS




17 ILLUSIONARY TALES — BYU DEPARTMENT OF THEATRE AND MEDIA ARTS




Melissa’s headshol, used with permission

: g Andrew Justvig:
Anérew's headshol used with permission | A T ll"Tale Heart
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| 'nombme them to
ihfd yet the Same

-'fueled movements for a better Wtrld As | thought
about the continuing threat of racist violence in this
country during my Lifetine, and the conversations
people are currently trying to have about race, I
recognized resonances ‘with stories about the
golem of Prague. |

A.J. — The one thing that excited me about joining this
unique project is the use of Pepper’'s Ghost. | was also
surprised when | was told the source material was
from Edger Allan Poe because my strength is comedy
and | had never attempted any horror. In fact, | hate
horror, it scares the Dr. Pepper out of me.
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: ﬁrStd raft

| | to rewrite
the story but then it was sugg sted | just inverse the
characters who were live-,actors to projections and
visa versa. It Was a ve YA ollaboratlve effort.
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Haunted Mansion, hifps: Jeregister. com/2015/10/12/some-tool- behind-the-scenes-secrets-uf-disneylands-haunted -mansion/
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Pepper's Ghost. hitps./imagic-holo.comien/peppers -ghost-the-innovation-from- the- | #th-century/
PP P gt
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Baleta Troes- https:iwww lickr comiphiotosighrp/ mnm@ih'

er cars looking -

* What stories have'you heard that
are similar to these two myths?

- Do you believe in ghosts?
Why;or why not?
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ru:do, Llorona w b
- ifies mas grande su p ne

Ay de mi, Llorona, Llordha *

Llorona de azul celeste

No dejare de quererte,
Llorona

Y, aunque la vida me
cueste.

_'Fhere__are dead that do not

ake noise, Llorona,
their painis much greater!

Alas, Llorona, Llorona,

Llorona of sky-blue

- Although it costs me my life,

Llorona
| will not stop loving you.
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ersonal grooming
are also forfeited
uring this time.

s

Hassidic Judaism has a rich culture spanning
thousands of years of tradition. Click here to

learn more and discover some similarities
with The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
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[Saturday)
began, so as
to let it rest
on Sabbath.

One Friday

evening

Rabbi Loew

R Soe forgot to

remove the shem, and feared that the golem would
desecrate the Sabbath. A different story tells of a golem
that fell in love and, when rejected, became the violent
monster seen in most accounts. Some versions have
the golem eventually going on a murderous rampage.
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* Edgar A. Poe: Mournful and ever-Endin
Remembrance by Kenneth SINErman

- The Cambridge [ntroductlon to dgar Allan Poe
by Benj,amm s Flsher :

+Ed al‘ Allan Poe: ACntlcal Biogra h by
: Arth,yr Hobson Quinn. i
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used murder stc)rte und ln'the newpapers to detail

his violent works with eminous metaphors and graphic
imagery. His stories exp.lor_ed the psychological origins
of violence and madness. His work depicts the American
impulse at the time towards violence, as during this time
the United States government was taking lands from
Native Americans and enacting unspeakable cruelties on
enslaved individuals.
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" Balt 10K tpscalfoishaletyudores com/ 2000040 haet- - - romie-ecl -
o TR M -

zal S such as:; el‘le and La Sylphfde
were created durlng’th f ntlc movement and were
“concerned with the supe natural world of spirits-and

magic and often showed women as passive and fragile.

During this time,
pointe work became
the normal dance
style for ballerinas.
For more information
visit: The Evolution
of Romantic Ballet
and Ballet in the
Romantic Period.

18405 Ballet - hitps:/len wikipedia.org/wiki/Romantic_ballet
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MUSIC CREDITS

“Mimkomcha” performed by Yamma Ensemble, composed by
Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach. Used by permission.

“Descent into Darkness” by Erik Margolin, © 2011 Rickair
Productions. Licensed under CC-BY.
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=1lcqwJ8GrHcO&feature=youtu.be

“Silent Shadows” by Peder B. Helland, licensed from
https://soothingrelaxation.com

“That Other Girl” Written by Joel Dieleman, Reynard
Bargmann, and Sevdah Alizadeh (“Sevdaliza”). Performed by
Sevddliza. Used by Permission.
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COMING SOON

BYU Depariment ot Theatre and Media hrts preseats

Streaming at BYUAris.com

NOVEMBER 19-21

BYU Department o Theatra and Media Arts presents

“DEAL
HUSBAND

by Oscar Wilde

Streaming at BYUArts.com

DEGEMBER 3-5

MANUALFORA
DESPERATE CROSSING and
LETTERS FROM CUBA

November 19-21, 7:30 PM
Streaming at BYUArts.com

Manual for a Desperate Crossing
was created from numerous
interviews with survivors who fled
Cuba on homemade rafts. Based on
personal letters between playwright
Fornés and her brother, Letters from
Cuba fluidly moves in time, place,
and spirit, linking protagonist Fran
and her relatives in Cuba. These two
one-acts will be performed together
each evening.

AN IDEAL HUSBAND

December 3-5, 7:30 PM
Streaming at BYUArts.com

A classic Oscar Wilde comedy of
class, honor, blackmail, and political
corruption. This play from 1893 is
made timely as it discusses and
parodies marriage and masculinity.
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The
Kennedy
Center

The Kennedy Center American
College Theater Festival™ 49

part of the Rubenstein Arts Access Program,
is generously funded by
David and Alice Rubenstein
0

Additional support is provided by The Honorable Stuart
Bernsteinand Wilma E. Bernstein; the Blanche and Irving
Laurie Foundation; the . Gerald and Paula McNichols
Foundation; The Harold and Mimi Steinberg Choarita-

ble Trust; Hilton Worldwide; and Beatrice and Anthony
Welters and the AnBryce Foundation.

Education and related artistic programs are made possi-
ble through the generosity of the National Committee
for the Performing Arts and the President’s Advisory
Committee on the Arts. ‘

This production is entered in the Kennedy Center Amer-
ican College Theater Festival (KGACTF). The aims of
this national theater education program are to identify
and promote quality in college-level theater produc-
tion. To this end, ecch production entered is eligible for
a response by a regional KCACTF representative, and
selected students and faculty are invited to participate
in KCACTF programs involving schelarships, internships,
grants, and awards for actors, directors, dramaturgs,
playwrights, designers, stage managers, and critics at
both the regional and national levels.

Productions entered on the Participating level are eligible
for invitation to the KCACTF regional festival and may
also be considered for national awards recognizing
outstanding achievement in production, design, direction,
and performance.

Last year more than 1,300 productions were entered

in the KCACTF involving more than 200000 students
nationwide. By entering this production, our theater
department is sharing in the KCACTF godls to recognize,
reward,and celebrate the exemplary work produced in
college and university theaters across the nation.
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For information about giving to Theatre and Media Arts, visit cfac.byu.edu and click on the link
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