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The Good Woman of Setzuan, cast in the new 'Epic’ form, expresses
a new standard of social respensibility in theatre art. One of the early
exponents of this form, Erwin Piscator, was reminded while under en-
emy fire in World War I, that ke had once hoped for an acting career:
"Before all those exploding grenades the word ‘actor’ . . . which had
been for me the highest and most important goal I could strive for,
seemed . . . so false and so inadequate to the situation I was in, that
[ was less afraid of the grenades coming toward me than I was asham-
ed of having chosen such a profession.”

Similar reasoning has convinced mony that much theatre is on
opiate entertainment, an exploitation of symmetry, beauty, color, and
rhythm so as to mesmerize the intellect. From such thinking sprang
‘Epic’ drama—a form dedicated to a rational analysis of social prob-
lems.

Actudlly, the practice of 'Epic’ drama is much less dogmatic than
is its theory. And so, even though we solicit your thought more than
your feeling, your reason rather than your intuition, we do not dis-
courage your caring about the psople we depict. With communication
as our justification, we delibsrately destroy illusion, convention, and
mood, and through narration and demonstration present o problem
to you. Thus you are not transported to a land of oriental fantasy;
we are not romantic characters revealing our lives to you through o
fourth wall. We are actors discussing a social conflict with you.

COMING; "Utah Trail,” a Youtheatre production directed by Dr. Albert
O. Mitchell. College Hall, April 2, 3, 4.
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