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TALES OF HOFFMANN

Music by Jacques Offenbach (1819-1880)

Libretto by Jules Barbier and Michel Carre

Based on stories by E. T. A. Hoffmann (1776-1822)

English Translation by Ruth and Thomas Martin by permission from G. Schirmer, Inc.

The Prologue

As his most recent but estranged flame, Stella, completes her leading role in the
performance of Don Givanni in the opera house above, Hoffmann and his student
cronies gather between acts in Luther’s cellar tavern for a little lubrication and a good
story. His competitor for Stella’s attention, Counsillor Lindorff, has intercepted a love
letter of apology from her to Hoffmann and decides to linger and watch the despon-
dent Hoffmann drink himself under the table by the time the opera upstairs is over. He
wishes a clear shot at Stella for the rest of the evening. The students led by his Yentl-like
companion, Nicklas, entice Hoffmann into weaving a tale as a more interesting substi-
tute for the remaining acts of Giovanni. The tale turns into a series of bizarre dreams of
the “three” women embodied in his lost but beloved Stella.

Olympia

Hoffmann’s first “dream” is of Olympia, a mechanical doll created by Dr. Spalanzani.
With the miraculous eyes purchased from Coppelius, the gorgeous Olympia looks so
human that she steals Hoffmann’s heart. At the hands of the sinister Coppelius, the idol
of Hoffmann’s youthful ardor becomes a heartless machine which exposes his adoles-
cent attraction to public ridicule.
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(in order of appearance)
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Prologue, at Luther’s Tavern
Andres, Stella’s servant Jim Murphy
Counsillor Lindorff Michael Wadsorth
Luther, the Innkeeper Ryan Anderson

Nathanael, student
Hoffmann, the dissolute young poet
Nicklas, Hoffmann’s companion
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First Dream, at the laboratory in which Olympia was created

Dr. Spalanzani, Olympia’s inventor

Hoffmann, the infatuated youth

Nicklas, Hoffmann’s companion

Dr. Coppelius, inventor of eyes and
other blindnesses
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Olympia, the doll
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Giulietta

In his next vision, the sensuous courtesan, Giulietta, buys Hoffmann’s soul (his
reflection) as agent for the devil, Dappertutto. Hinting that he can get the key to her
boudoir, Giulietta seduces Hoffmann to kill her former conquest, Schlemil. Hoffmann
kills Schlemil with Dapertutto’s sword, but finds only an empty room and is left bereft of
innocence, soul, and conquest.

Antonia

Antonia, the oversensitive artist who will smother either of too much singing or too
little, draws out Hoffmann’s more mature, protective instincts but still tramples them in
yielding to the devil, Dr. Miracle’s enticements to fame over family. She literally sings
herself to death at Hoffmann’s feet.

Epilogue

Stella triumphs in Giovanni and rushes to her forgiven Hoffmann’s side. Hoffmann,
never having received the letter of forgiveness, has drunk himself under the table in
bitterness. Angry, Stella departs with Lindorff leaving Hoffmann to the inspiration of
his muse.
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1Iand 8

Second Dream, a party in the Venetian Harbor
Nicklas, Hoffmann’s companion Andrea C. Evans
Giulietta, the courtesan Martha de Gutierrez
Hoffmann, the lustful youth Keith Furrows
Schlemil, Giulietta’s protector and

most recent conquest Ryan Anderson
Pittichinaccio, Schlemil’s henchman John Sasine

Dappertutto, the devil’s magician Peter Van de Graaff

Third Dream, at Antonia’s hideaway apartment in Munich

Antonia, dying of a strange malady from her

beautiful singing Annette Frazier Reid
Crespel, her father John Hansen
Franz, his servant Tim Brewster
Hoffmann, Antonia’s protective suitor Marcus Arbizu
Dr. Miracle, who brings the cure of death Peter Van de Graaff
Nicklas, Hoffmann’s companion Andrea C. Evans
Her Mother’s Voice Helen McCurdy

Epilogue, back at Luther’s Tavern
(Same as prologue)
Stella, the prima donna and Hoffmann’s

now fading flame Kristalee Bement
Hoffmann’s Muse Martha West
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PRODUCER’S NOTES

Behind the memorable tunes which pervade this Offenbach masterpiece lies a
revealing, if not profound look at several of life’s critical passages. There is the
embarrassing revelation of our quickness to anger, self-pity, passion, unforgivingness,
and worldly deception. There is also that tempting paradox which reveals both the
dangers and blessings of the artistic life.

We hope you enjoy it both as the superb entertainment that it is and as the somewhat
deeper look that it may hint at. We have enjoyed “revelling in its madness,” and hope
you will too.
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