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THE NHITTLIN WHISTLIN'- BRIGADE
t -‘u§e5§ &gr* :5;

The place is Nauvgo,;l]lano1s, city of the
Mormons,in the 1840's. Because of mis-
understand1ngs and persecutions, the Mormons
‘have'been denied their right .te bear arms
‘eveén for the protection of their:families

' 'and homes. In the mjdst of-these condi-

‘tions and as a s]1ght means of. protection
and defense, troops of boys armed with
jackknives or.bowie knives and sticks

form’ the somewhat famous "wh1st11nq and

- wh1ft11ng br1gade : These boys:.gather

_ around suspected or undesireable.strangers
and whlst1e and whittle vigorously, follow-
.ing them wherever they-go. : -No werds are
’Spoken% no replies.made,. aust whittVing
and wh1st11ng—-hut it ,is .enough. to. frighten
strangers from,the. $1dewa1ks of Nauvoo

ot

' %; Ngw over a hundred years 1ater, another
,;ﬁi"wh1tt11n Whistlin' Brigade" has been
., formed.under the directorship of Dri'Harold

. R..0aks of Brigham Young University. Rather
“than a,.group of boys with knives and sticks,
. this troop is composed of young men and wom-
en.armed with songs, dances, musical instru-
ments, and stories which they have shared
with. over, 150,000 children and adults. Since
L AT5. b1rth;1n the fall of 1974, the company

”,'has Penfqrmed at elementary and Junior
' high schoels in Utah and on: thei Brigham

Young University campus. They have perform—
_ed at the:Promised Valley Playhouse in Salt
.-Lake Clty and by invitation at.the: R@cky
Mountain Children's Theatre Conferénce in

. .Colgrade Springs, Colorado,.the American

Theatre Association Convention in<Los An-
geles, at Disneyland, and Utah Theatre
~ Assqciation. ; -

They have also toured Arizona, California,
Colorado, New Mexico, Texas, Arkansas,
Tennessee, and Idaho.







