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Director’s Note

Galileo Galilei, a brilliant ltalian scientist who was born in 1564 and
died in 1642, was the first astronomer to use a telescope. His discov-
eries—especially that the earth whirled around the sun—brought him
into tragic conflict with the church, which maintained that the earth
was the center of the universe.

Barrie Stavis' portrayal of this great conflict involving noble minds is
not foreign to the Mormon audience.

President Brigham Young’s philosophy of theatre has a geat deal to
do with the University Theatre's philosophy today. On one occasion
he said:

The stage can be made to aid the pulpit in impressing upon the
minds of a Community an enlightened sense of a virtuous life, also
a proper horror of the enormity of sin and a just dread of its con-
sequences . .. | want such plays performed as will make the spec-
tator feel well; and | wish those who perform to sefect a class of
play that will improve the public mind and exalt the literary taste of
the Community.

We reject the sleazy and shoddy plays with their abnormal psychol-
ogy. We believe in a theatre of affirmation, and we treat as fact that
the world is full of decent people and that in the normalcy of these
decent people there are found strength, triumph, and suspense. We
believe that if a man has done his job well and with faith that his
work lives on in the lives of others. A superior theatre of faith can
help to clarify and to beautify life and man.

When Lamp at Midnight, written by Barrie Stavis and directed
by Dr. Harold I. Hansen, was performed at BYU in January 1965,
it marked the opening of the Pardoe Drama Theatre in the Harris
Fine Arts Center. This performance during the Eleventh Annual
Mormon Festival of Arts marks the closing of Dr. Hansen’s dis-
tinguished career at the University. This performance is a tribute
to him.

Next in the Pardoe Drama Theatre

Saint Joan

by George Bernard Shaw

Directed by Tad Z. Danielewski

A poignant drama depicting the life and tragic martyrdom of Joan of
Arc

May 31, 8:00 p.m.

June 1-2, 5-9, 12-16, 8:00 p.m.

Matinee performance June 11, 4:30 p.m.




