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This play presents as its theme a situation common in
our society: the struggle of family members to communicate
successfully. It also ponders the responsibility of young adults
to solve theproblems which come when their aging and ailing
parents no longer are able to care properly for themselves
and are unable to comprehend the changed world
in which they live.

We are told by psychologists that from the moment a
child is born he becomes, and for the rest of his life
is,recipient of a host of impressions, varying in degrees,
according to his
biological disposition to react to them;
he becomes, in
part, a product of his environment, according to how he reacts
mentally and physically. Conditions existing for members
of a family involving temperament, acceptance, and
toleration in one case may produce completely different
effects in another, where the biological and mental motivations
are different. Itis, then, highly possible that there
can be within a family group a condition where these
factors are so opposite that satisfactory communication is
all but impossible, with the result that one or both participants
are constantly frustrated and unhappy. Under such
situations, the personalities of both, and often all, members,
cannot help but be affected negatively.

| Never Sang for My Father asks the question “How
do we solve this problem?” It does not answer it. It
presents the facts and gives us something to think about.

The scenery and lighting design were done especially
for | Never Sang for My Father as part of
Norman A. Maxfield's master’s thesis.
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There will be no intermission
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