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GIANNI SCHICCHI

By Giacomo Puccini
Conducted by Lawrence Sardoni
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SYNOPSIS

\Ithough best known for his tragic operas (La Bohéme, Tosca, Madama
rfly), Giacomo Puccini’s masterpiece is often identified as Gianni Schicchi.
only comic opera he wrote, it appears along with Sxzor Angelica and I/
irro as the three one-act operas collectively entitled I/ Trittico.
‘he plot of the opera takes place in Florence in A.D. 1299. Buoso Donati
just died and his family has gathered to claim their inheritance. But when
will is finally located, they discover that Buoso has left everything to a
astery.  Rinuccio, who is in love with Lauretta, the daughter of Gianni
chi, realizes that he will never marry her unless he gains what he believes
> his rightful share of the inheritance. Secretly he sends for Gianni Schicchi
tries to convince Buoso’s relatives of Schicchi’s rare talents. At first they are
illing to accept a person of his social background. But when Schicchi arrives
explains his plan they quickly agree to his conditions. Since no one outside
1e house knows of Buoso’s death, Gianni Schicchi will pose as Buoso Donati
dictate a new will more in agreement with the remaining family. When
awyer arrives Schicchi begins to award the property. The relatives are horri-
to hear him bequeath it to the trusted friend of Buoso Donati, one Gianni
cchi. After the lawyer leaves the family quickly sets upon Schicchi, who in
drives them from his newly acquired home. As Rinuccio and Lauretta
erly express their love for each other, Gianni Schicchi reminds us that his
of the will goes to the young lovers.
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PAGLIACCI

By Ruggiero Leoncavallo
Conducted by Clayne Robison

CAST

nio, head of a troupe of strolling players
(Pagliaccio in the play) .......... Ray Arbizu, Ming-Yee (Richard) Lee*

dda, his wife (Columbine in the play) ..... Connie Cloward, Clair Johnson*
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(Hatlequn:in the:play)s e sl o Terrance McCombs, Harris Ladle*
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SYNOPSIS

Pagliacci by Ruggiero Leoncavallo is a powerful example of the verismo
ra school, a movement of the late nineteenth century which stressed realism
the operatic stage. The plot of the opera is based on the murder trial of an
or in southern Italy. The presiding judge over that court was the composer’s
her.

After the orchestral prelude, Tonio appears before the curtain to sing the
logue informing the audience that the play is a real story with real people.
In Act One, a touring theatrical company arrives in a small Italian village.
1o invites the villagers to their evening performance. He then asks Tonio,
clown, to accompany him to the tavern but the invitation is refused. A vil-
er suggests that perhaps Tonio is more interested in Canio’s wife, Nedda.
1o, disturbed at first, brushes away his anxiety maintaining that one should
confuse life with the theater. The crowd disperses, leaving Nedda alone to
eal her carefree character in the Ballatella. As the aria ends, Tonio enters
| makes advances to her, only to be laughed at and finally driven off with a
p. Nedda’s real interest is in the villager Silvio, who now enters and ex-
sses his love for her. Tonio overhears the lovers and quickly summons Canio
he scene. Silvio escapes before Canio can identify him and Nedda refuses to
e her lover. Only the arrival of Peppe, another actor, keeps Canio from us-
his dagger on his unfaithful wife. Left alone he expresses his bitter sorrow
cting the part of a clown while his heart is breaking in the famous Vesti la
bba, which ends the act.

Act Two finds the villagers gathering around the theater for the per-
mance. As the play begins it is immediately apparent that the plot is closely
ted to the real life situation of the leading characters. Peppe, as Harlequin,
nades his sweetheart Columbine (Nedda), while her husband Pagliaccio
inio) is away from home. Taddeo (Tonio) enters and tries to make love
Columbine only to be driven away by her lover. But the sudden appearance
her husband causes Harlequin to flee also. By now, Canio has forgotten he
laying the part of Pagliaccio and demands from his wife the name of her
er. When she chides him, he draws his dagger and kills her. Silvio rushes
from the audience to Nedda, thus revealing his guilt. Canio kills him too.
en, sobbing to the audience, he announces, ““The comedy is ended.”
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